Nagoya University Program for Leading Graduate Schools
Joint Symposium 2014

Nurturing Global and Responsible Leaders for Sustainable Development:
A Transdisciplinary Approach

Date & time: December 3, 2014 10:00-18:00
Venue: Noyori Conference Hall, 2F

In 2014, students of the six leading programs of Nagoya University supported by a
team of faculties under Prof. Victor Muhandiki, from the Organization for the Promotion of
Leading Graduate Schools, have gathered to organize the first Joint Symposium held on
December 3, 2014. The symposium was planed to be one of the joint activities aimed at
strengthening interaction and exchange between future young leaders from different leading
programs and scientific fields. As decided by the students, the first symposium focused on
'sustainable development’, to reflect on the currently developing UN's sustainable
development goals. As global leaders of the future, the students recognized the importance of
having a vision on how to contribute to the realization of sustainable development goals. The
symposium was also expected to introduce the leading programs of Nagoya University to
younger generations of students aspiring to become leaders of the future society.

The symposium started with opening remarks by Prof. Naoshi Sugiyama, Coordinator
of the PhD Professional and Prof. Ichiro Yamamoto, Vice President of Nagoya University. In
the first morning session, the students introduced six leading programs of Nagoya University.
This was followed by two keynote speeches, given by Dr. Norichika Kanie, Associate
Professor, Tokyo Institute Technology, and Ms. Chikako Takase, Director, United Nations
Centre for Regional Development. The guests addressed issues of the globalized world and
asked the students to think about their role and expectations in the future. The first two
afternoon sessions were designated for student presentations. Divided in six mixed teams, in a
way that members of each team belong to different leading programs, the students presented
their work on six topics, which included sustainable energy generation, sustainable education,
disaster mitigation policies, sustainable food supply, women empowerment, and health
assurance. Working in mixed teams enabled students with different specialties, backgrounds
and perspectives to get a complete view of the problem and discuss solutions in a wider, more
general perspective. In the following, Panel Discussion themed "What can young leaders
from diverse backgrounds do to achieve a sustainable development?”, including two keynote
speakers and student representatives was held. Closing remarks were made by the President,
Prof. Michinari Hamaguchi.

Overall, around 160 participants attended the symposium. Photos and comments are
given below.
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| first heard of the seventeen goals of sustainable development through this symposium.
Coming from different ethnical, cultural, educational backgrounds I felt that these basic goals
unite us as human beings. It is the simplest basic goals our world needs to eliminate any
possible setback of humanity and humankind like wars, terrorism and natural catastrophes.
Every person in this world is responsible to pursue taking part in achieving these goals. While
most of these goals seem basic and simple, yet through studying them closely many problems
emerged. Solving some of these problems require solving many others in parallel, like
solving the poverty issue with the education issue. Having this symposium with many
students from different faculties and different countries, suggest and present approaches to
these goals was really impressive. Creating awareness about our global issues during our
studies will help us be prepared for the real world problems that we will be facing as soon as
we enter the work field. | hope such events like this will take part of students' lives more
frequently. The symposium was a success, hoping it will pave the way into having more
discussions, seminars and symposiums in the future.
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